
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cesear's Forum 
 
  
Your Project Title: Lanford Wilson's THE GREAT NEBULA IN ORION and PLATH, SEXTON AND THE 

ART OF CONFESSION 

Your Project Summary: Two one-act plays of chance meeting and "catch-up" conversation between two 

women. In both, the women address their thoughts and comments directly to the audience, as well as to 

each other; their poignant, telling and poetic conversation reveal plainly their individual boundaries of hope 

and reality. The plays have a retrospective feel. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application somewhat meets the project support funding criteria. Their commitment to 

engaging professional actors and providing artists with an opportunity to produce the kind of work that is 

not seen elsewhere is laudable. That said, the community served appears small, and the agency's 

connection to community partners is unclear. They score high marks on artistic vibrancy - the creative team 

is clearly qualified and the work is unique and challenging. It is amazing that they are doing professional 

work on a budget of this size, but I have concerns about their earned income percentages and ability to 

meet their match. The application would be strengthened by additional board or audience details. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: While I thoroughly believe in funding new and innovative artistic work, I'm not seeing the public 

benefit of the presentation of these plays beyond the unconventional nature of them being interpreted by 

only 2 women onstage. There isn't much stated about how this will meaningfully engage its community or 

how it will inspire or challenge what the community knows about Theater or how to make the shows cost-

friendly for the public so that it reaches newer audiences. Perhaps in the future, Caesar's Forum could 

brainstorm a few ways to tie the nature/context of the plays they are presenting into catalysts for 

conversations amongst their audiences. In this particular case, maybe a post-show talk back about the 

importance of a woman’s voice, women’s rights, the fight for equal pay in the work place, etc. I believe that 

would be of great public benefit to their audiences and begin to spark more awareness and empathy for 

female empowerment. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This application gives excellent detail about the artistic quality of the productions and the way 

that they engage with actors and their staff. However, information about public benefit, how it works with 

the surrounding community that the theatre serves, is lacking. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I enjoyed the fact that they consider the artists part of the constituencies they serve by providing 

them with opportunities that pay. The goals are clearly stated and are laudable. Unfortunately, the section 

on public benefit and connection to the community did not really address the question - so I am unsure of 

the concrete plans to engage the general public. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 



Cesear's Forum - Continued  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It appears that the organization works with, understands and serves multiple communities, both 

internal and external. It works on an evaluative model that produces iterative processes. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

